An integrative model for the delivery of mental health services for minors--the role of psychiatric hospitalization.
The recent increase in psychiatric hospitalization of minors is reviewed. The Israeli mental health legislation is described and the lack of adequate coordination between agencies delivering mental health services for minors is noted. Two case vignettes are described which demonstrate the management problem posed by severely emotionally disturbed minors at risk who are not adequately catered for by the current Youth Protection Law or the mental health legislation. An integrative model for the delivery of mental health services for minors is proposed demonstrating the need for close collaboration between psychiatric and statutory welfare services and the role of psychiatric hospitalization.